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'HE 1 contributions w have been 
. compelled to lay the pariſh of BIR- 

| _MINGHAM under, for the-ſupport 
of its poor, ſeem to claim ſome apology from 
us. We prefume the moſt acceptable apology 


| Fhat can be made, is contained in the reſent 


publication ; which, at the ſame time that it 


e 
beeaiſe the matter we had to lay before the | 
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LD ; conpeſ of a newws-þaper adverti iſement. What. 8 
dee determination may be formed in | 
5 quence % edit 


in cogſe- 


2110 having 


done what appeared to us an 


indiſpenſable duty, and we rift cur ſelves 4. 8 


fured, that our motiyes at leaft will be can- 
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"08 K y prey eee of: the 

Poor's levies in this tom | for 

ſeveral years paſt, has been the ſubs. 
| je& of much complaint from thoſe on 
whom the principal burden hag lain 
 Norwithſtanding, however, ſuch general - 
complaints, and that plans of teſorma- =—_ 
 rign hade been ſuggeſted, of which the I 
| ſacceſs in other pariſhes has given ſuf-" 

icient encouragetnent to make the trial, : 
no one has Nepped forth to remedy | 
this growing evil. The public at large. 


have expected it from the pariſh off. 
cers, While theſe have ſound ſufficient / 


15 2a —— 
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V 
employment ſor all their time in fol- 
lowing the fleps their. predeceſſors have 


trod in. without the trouble of pro- 


jecting and executing plans of reforma- 


tion, which therefore, though they ſaw 
the neceſſity of, they left to their ſuc- 
ceſſors to put in praQice. "Thus, has 
one year after another paſſed away, 
while the burden has been annually 
: increaſing, till it has accumulated- to 


its preſent ſize, and which, unleſs ſome 
ſpeedy remedy 1s applied, threatens the 
proſperity and increaſe. of the ton in 


a very great degree. At this time we 
find numbers of the inhabitants. deſert- 


ing the town, and retreating, togpa- 


a riſhes in the vicinity, where the taxes 
are leſs exorbitant. Upwards of eight 


thouſand pounds has been already ex- 
pended by the preſent overſeers, and 


it is (Very. doubtful, whether they; will 
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. Homy, to make four, or even five thou- 
ſand more, ſerve them for the expences 
of the remainder of the year,—Strongly | 
impreſſed with the importance and ne- 
_ ceffityof adopting a plan of reformation, 
| the overſcers have reſolved to lay before. 
the public the reſult of their enquiries 
into the cauſe” of the evil complained 
of, - together with a Lough: 25 n 
the farther increaſe of ics © apt * 
Icy very med wer of "oY as of 
our poor, ' muſt convince any one de- 
firous of inſorming himſelf, that the 
out · penſionets * a are the chief foundation 
of our public grievances: Beſides that 
numerous claſs whom misfortune, and 
che een, of * have rendered 


2 The money "ac on the Aa the 5 
' cluding the clothes given away) amounts to more than 
ſeven thouſand pounds a year; a caſe, we believe, un- 
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neceſſary objects of * great num- 


bets, who have no ſcruples of pride 
or delicacy with regard to receiving 


relief from the pariſh, . as long as it 
remains a ſecret to their neighbours, - 
would however ſhrink from the oſſer 
of being taken into the workhouſe, 


and ſubmitting; to the good order and 
government thereof; whillt many, it 


is much to be feared, ſquander that 


money which was intended for the ſup- 


port of their families, in exceſſive drink- 
ing“, and thereby defraud. the . pariſh 
of what. ought to be appropriated only 
to the neceſſary purpoſes of ſubſiſtence, 
In caſes of fickneſs, the expence af, tak- - 
ing care of the out- poor are conſiders 
ably'enbanced, as (not to mention the 
_— ſums given. for nouriſhment) 
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(ET. 5 
| the: changes. of linen we gte obliged 

10 provide them with, form no incon- 
ſicderable addition to our expence.” The 
public may have ſome idea of this; 
when they are informed, that in many 
inſtances, it has been found neveſlary 
to n en * . | | 


7. q 8 1 
Another Auk af the ine ang 
plained of is, want of employment for the 

foor in the houſe. There are a numbet 
of men, women, and children go out 
to work in the different manufactories, 
the produce of "whoſe labour amounts 
to between three and four hundred 
pounds per year; but the opportunities $ 
and temptations to bad practices, which 
being ſo much at large gives them, has 
been found exceedingly injurious, par- 
_ ticularly in the cafe of girls and wo- 


men, whoſe morals are almoſt ſure to . 
NR corrupted; and who are thereby ten- 


dered 


* 


th 


| Hered diſqualified for dameſtir ſervices, 
and from thence prevented being 9 
ceived into families, who might other- 
wiſe ſoon relieve the parifh from the 
expence of their maintenance. Whereas; 
if. proper employment was found within 
the walls of the houſe, according to 
age, ſtrength, and capacity, and the 
girls employed in ſuch work as would 
make them deſirable ſervants, it might 
be conſidered as 'a nurſery of a very 
_ uſeful claſs of mankind, and would give 
no ſmall degree of pleaſure: to all the 
friends of vitiue, to ſee a number of 
their fellow creatures reſcued from the 
effects of eatly vice. Inſtances of which 
have very lately preſented - themſelves; 
in a number of females, whoſe excuſe 
to the magiſtrates, before whom they 
were taken as proſtitutes was, their not 
having employment in che maànufacto- 
ries where they had formerly earned 
11505 5 an 


> I 4 | 
- an; honeſt livelihood: It was to no 
purpoſe they were ordered to che Work- 
houſe. to be employed, where no con 
venience for employing them was; dhe 
overſeers could only regret their not 
being able to execute the humane and 
Judicjous orders that were given them 
on this ſuhject. At the preſent time, 
on account of the general deadneſs of 
trade, there. are whole familles in the 
houſe, the maſters of which, when em 
| ployed. can earn from twelve to four- 
teen ſhillings per week, Who, on | ac» 
count of their want of employment, 
Are obliged, to ſeek relief in that aſylum, 
which. i is proyided by the laws of their 
country, and to the ſupport of which 
they would willingly contribute by-their 5 
labour, were. the means of doing' it 
pointed out to tem. 
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Previous 


11 
Previous to the year 1733, there was 
nb houſe appropriated by the pariſh 
for the reception of its poor, when out. 
anceſtors ſaw. the! neceſſity of erecting 
one, which they built of ſufficient fire 
to anſwer tlie purpoſe of taking: in all 
the poor who applied for relief. In 
a few years, by the liberal encourage“ 
ment giveh to ſirangers to ſettle amongſt 
us, and the conſequent increaſe of the 
number of poor; the houſe was found 
inſufficlent for its intended purpoſe, | 
and the overſeers were compelled to 
allow ſome of the paupers pay duft; 
which, from a ſchall number they began 
With, now forms a lift of 1500 perſons. 
The overſeers of 1778 finding a ſpot 
of ground within the walls'unoccupied, © 
ſufficient for a back wing, contracted 
for- making that addition, which their 
| immediate ſucceſſors compleated. Not- 
5 „ uy | | wilhltanding 


1 Y 


vickſtawliog obich/thebiildivgs together 
will not comfortably accommodate 600 
petſonsꝰ though there are now, 304 more 
than that number in the e . 
From the Gogh la; ES 4 
bation: that naturally flows is, that our 
preſem only reſource is building an- 
other work-houſe, upon a ſcale propor- 
tionably large to our exigency and the 
| ſize of the town, where proper offices 
may be erected for the different em- 
ployments that may be allotted for 
thoſe who are to inhabit it. We are 
fully / convinced that no temporizing | 
ſcheme will anſwer. the purpoſe, and 
one year's delay may prove the loſs 
of thouſands ol 1 which * 


* Asa proof to RE NE NY we are lied to 
have recourſe, the miſtreſs of the work-houſe has been 
under the neceſſity uf putting four grown up perſons in a 
bed; and fix children r l 
bed together. 


0 1 


| [ 20 3 . 
otherwiſe bis ſaved. Nor let any. one 
be alarmed at the immediate expence 
ſuch a plan will occaſion. A parlia · 
mentary power may be obtained to 
borrow a ſufficient ſum on the credit 
of ſuture levies. It ſeems but juſi and 
right that poſterity, who will reap part 
of che advantage, ſhould bear a part of 
the expence. We. need not, however. ; 
look forward-+to: any remote period of 
time when the loan will be diſcharged. 
One-fourth of the ſavings that would 
accrue: from this plan would not only 
| defray the annual intereſt, but would 
likewiſe in the courſe of a few: years; | 
pay off the ſum borrowed; eſpecially 
il the ſcheme of annuities for lives was 
adopted. To accompliſh ſo extenſive 
an undertaking, it is neceſſary chat a 
committee ſhould be formed of a con- 
ſiderable number of gentlemen, who 
are willing to lend their aſſiſtance on 
a 


* 


[-# 4 : Zur 
this occaſion; and it would be e 
deſirable that a clauſe ſhould be in- 
ſerted in the propoſed bill, to appoinit | 
and impower this committee to afſiſt 
the overſeers in future. The multi- 
pliciiy of buſineſs that occurs in ſo 
large a pariſh, renders- it impoſſible for : 
fo ſmall a number as fix overfeers-t6 
tranſact it with the accuracy it requires, 
or that they are deſirous of-giving it. 7 


We hope and truſl, that there will be 
public ſpirit enough found in thoſe 
gentlemen who may be propoſed to ford 
this committee, chearfully to undertake 
the taſk. That public ſpirit and bene: 
volence does exiſ} in this town, in a 
high degree, very recent proof has been 
given. We call upon you. therefore, by 
the ties of intereſt, by the motives of 
Humanity. and as you regard the pro- 
130%, C3 hi moting 


E 
moting of 1 moraliiy in the 
lower claſs. of mankind, to ſecond our 
propoſals, and co-operate in our endea- 
Tours to n ad a ee 

i i ene 8 r 
bet probabilicy of. Googles our 2 
be. may be. inferred. from dhe follow: 
2 oe Nen Wen et No 
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| 5 'P Hk management of the Wore 
Lp houſe, in this town, deſerves an 
| * the encomiums that can be paid; it, 
68; has been a national ſubject, and en- 
10 quiries ke yours are common from An 
90 parts. The merit 18 principally due 
to Mr. Brookes, a gentleman of large 
fortune, ſormerly in trade, who, for 
0 fifteen years paſt, has had the Whole 
i direction. 34 med 1906 kim with | 


1 | ; 1 2 4 p , 7 your 
| . ; 


* 1 
4 ent ac ebe = it is from him 1 
# have got the information I hall pro. 
ee to communicate, The: houſe; 


e which, is built of brich, ernamented 


by with, ſtone, is of this, ſhape· 
The front, F. of four ſtories, is 7. 
l bandſomely. ſaſhed. and has 
Dat top a cupola, with a clock: the 
7 1 1 hand front wing. g, is the gover» 

'* nor's apartment ; the right hand front 
0 „ wing. c, the committee room. „The 
back wings, are three. ſiories high. 


„with galleries open to the. area. A. 


and are the dwellings; each of which 
6s conliſts of a houſe, into which-you en» 
| a ter from, the. gallery and two interior 
chambers. Behind the left wing is 
© a range . offices, as brewhouſe, 
++ kitchens, waſhhoulſe, warehouſe for 
flour, peas, %c; curriers ſhop, joiners 
% ſhop, &c. The ground floor is the eating 
1 . over that the 8 ſpinnem 
bes! "EE "of. 


7 
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| 1 14 1 | 
/ "ls of cotton with Wheels, and over that, 
being the attic ſtory, are the orphans 
„ lodgings, with their nurſes. Over 
nde committee rogm are the ſpinners 
+ of linen, over them ſpinners of wool, 
a ſchool rooms, Kc. The fituation 
you Know is on the top of an emi- 
nence, which commands a view of 20 
town. harbour, river, and the fea + a 
"1 garden adjoins of about one Re 
Wacre. The buildings coſt about ten 
thouſand pounds, and were built by 
„vings from the uſual former taxes *, 
and a loan of four thouſand pounds. 
Mr. Brookes buys every thing with | 
ready money, Which advantage. with 
« the profirs from the labour of the Poor 
in the houſe, amounts to about one 


10 WEEDS N 19 LR "LC 35 > 

4 enn the avriter of this, we are 
| . that fince the building of their neu poor-houſe 
the levies are reduced one ies from 18. 6d. in TO 


ee > g £43 12% ih * | 
30 _*_ * thouſand 
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E 
beute — per years. Thedſpin- 0 9 
way are paid a certain rate ſor their 
«+ ſpinning, proportioned to quality and 
quantity, and gratuities are given to 
the young for encouragement to in- 
duſtry. The ſpun cotton is ſold. The 
_ 4, wqol and flax are got wove ſor the 
uſe of the houſe; of wool, enough is 
+ ſpun to make woollen cloths ſot all 
this vaſt, family. Leather for ſhoes 
is bought from the tanner. and curtied 
in the houſe; wood for coſfins, ſor 
the paxiſh, is bought in balks, got 
_ + ſawed, but all, made up in the houſe: 
in ſhort, there is an attention through - 
every department, 10 do every thing 
with the greateſt ceconomy. It is 
% very: clear. that a family who all em- 
4 ploy; their time for its uſe, Wo uſe 
nothing but neceſſaries; and Who buy 
FP them wh ready money, muſt live: gt . 
the leaſt poſſible expence. r 
| | | « The 
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Arbe phyſicians, who! give their at- 

"induce ia the hoſpital, | alternately - 
| G:viſit' the poor-houſe, and other cha- 
_ ®rities; © It appears to me well worth 
the while for three, or half 'a dozen 
«gentlemen, to come over, if you mean 
_ *20" puſh a thorough reform. I can 
„ conceive of a poor-houſe being ſo 
conſtructed, with different areas, by 
»-which to ſeparate the orderly from 
the uncivilized, that it ſhould be a 
comſortable retreat to the unfortu- 
nate, as well as a neceſſary ſupport 
to the wretched. - To the former every 
attention ſhould be paid to ſoſten the 
ſuſſerings of dependence, of old age, | 
wand the tofy of liberty.” By Mr. 
_ *Brookes's management, a neighhour- a 
» ing pariſh for three years" laſt paſt, 
have reduced their poor's expence from 
800 l. to 2201, * n is an 
th example to the 9 | eee 
3 | The 


= Bf 

The Wnoteing is an extract of à letter 
from a gentleman who has the manage- 
ment of che poor-houſe of St. Paul, 
coden Gatden, in auſwer to one ſoar 
by deſire or the . n RETRY 

e nr n 79775 
Should have 000 to your es 
ter to me of the gb alto on the 
tigen of our work · houſe, but believe 
me I have been ſo much engaged in 
my office; in framing and carrying” 
into execution an entire ne regula- 
*ion of the watch for this pariſh; that 
N Tohave been prevented from doing 
„yon that triſling favour. :1 However,” 
+ Sir; 1 hope: my delay in that parti- | 
cular will not prevent the geutlemen 
of your town from eſtabliſmiug a plan 
or the goverument of your work- 
huſe equally ſalutary to chem; as 
chat of Sr. Paul, eee wal 
ba ne 4 
N | D 33 win 
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PE 
In the year 1 776 we obtained an 
act of parliament to build a work · 
*+ houſe; in the pariſh. of St. Pancras, 

not having a convenient ſpot for that 
_ ** purpoſe nearer; by Which we had a 
power of making a four penny rate to 
payw off the principal and intereſſ of 
. ss ανιõ⁰nrowed to build the ſame. 
„ Ourdpoor rate at that time was 19d. 
chich produced upon the rack rents 
about . 2200. Aſter the firſt year 
ne reduded our poor's rate to fad. 
Our ſtep was to Treduceicoenr 
dmnumber of poor, particularly out- 

_ *+;penhohers, by obliging all aur poor 
to gorthta the houſe,” and td allow 
no lout: penſioners. By ſuch ſleps, 

Dahd aby mäking them work zat diffe- 

rent employments provided fat them, 
de n reduced yourr'&xpencess the:fatſt 
+,ytar:tiear;{:6003a0t: Ha ven by good 

* cecoflomy;withthe idfourpennyrate; 

"IE G aud 
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Hg by the ſurplus of the. poor's ants, 
reduced our original debt to 700. 


„Our houſe is large and every way 
„convenient, and the plan aud 96- 
„ vernment thereof © admirable” to all 


ho have ſeen it. I could beiter 


explain ſome things concerning this 
updertaking of ours, if you Was with 
me on the premiſes, thin I can by 
Jeter; however, if after this repre- 
«+: ſentation, there is any thing elſe bu 
++ would wiſh to be informed of in that 
particular, you may ay commu- 
**.nicate een | | 4 1 no 
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2 e of a liter 5 „mi- 
HE heavy and numerous levies 
which the townſhip of Nantwich 
us NS: under in the maintenance and 
ander ol its poor, who were in the 
ear 1779, and conſtanily had been, 
for the greateſt part, out- penſionets. 
Nei D 2 "oY 


. 


* 


„ 

0 0 - . 
-+* 5 3 = 
- 


1 20 1 
— the Schalte of chat place 
2 to exert their endeavours to bring 

about the execution of a plan which 
0 had been meditated, and. ſtrangely ne- 

4: pleted; for upwards of 20 years; and 

2 having called a: veſiry meeting, and 

adjourned themſelves according to 

* the regular mode of lau, they /peti- 

* tioned and procuted. from the Earl of 

6 * Cholmondely, a conveyance of about 

_** 11 /acres; of. ground -of an d 


++ purpoſe of erecting a new work+houſe, 
* and inclofing and improving the 
fame. Having done this, and got 
likewiſe the conſent, in writing, of 
all the frecholders, a meeting was im- 
15 mediately called, - for raiſing a fund 
$6 for the uſes, above-memt ioned, When 
it was agreed to receive ſubſcriptions 
at /. 30 each, to be paid in-rateably; 
to mn wanted, and. to bear legal in- 
tereſt 
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ſhort, of doing and performing every 
_ * other- act whatſoever,” which might 


n Phe oe une: be 1 


pu 


7 * 1 
4+ tore rom the date of the laf ces 


++ ta. be; paid out of the poor's levies, 
and that one ſubſcription, or princi- 


pal ſum of 4. 30. ſhould be diſ 
"ven, the ſaid rates every year, the 
perſon fo to be paid to be deter- 


e mined by ballot. A committae wWas 
nent appainted; together: with a trea- 

ſurer and gelerk. to aſſiſi the com- 
- 4 mittee, The clerk!) had 4 ſalary, 
but the other, were voluntary fer- 


„ vices. The committee had full and 


unlimited power af receiving plans 
s and eſtimates, agreeing and contract - 


ing thereon, inclokng and improving 
land, furniſhing. che houſe; and in 


++, appear _— to en * un- 
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7 pleated). it was ahought prudent to 
mew clothei)af-and! every the poor, 
1$:4vhoirame butcof the old work-houſe, 


„engt being ſuffered to come into the 
ine houſe ſor fear of bugs, c. No- 

44-tice: was given to all 'ourpenſfioners 
to attend the committee. t be exa- 
mined as to the ſlate of their circum- 
4 Hlances, age, trade. and number of 


 Y-children; who acted as appeared to 
wy Wo beſt, either by taking them into 


the houſe, or by allowing a 'ſmatl 
d penſion out. With regard to the latter, 
always making it an invariable rule, 
le relief ſhould be. only temporary, and as 
hs ſmall as poſſuble ; for the paupers will 
all. aim to atiain it from their deteſta- 

tion of 4 a, and order. 
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Wy kinds "of; _ e en 
clothing. proviſion, and neceſſaties; 
preſuming, that if they are kept to the 
6 * manufaioties for their own: conſump : 
wy tion, cleaning the houſe, and mend-. 
ing their apparel, there will- be the 
4 leafl riſque of impoſition. They go 
þ weekly to church, and are permitted: WE 
„to go and ſee their relations, as he 
„ viſitor pleaſes. Offenders- are wuip. 3 
6 + ped, or kept on bread and water in 
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* dungeon, according . their _ f 
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K The letter das with informing I, 
us, that notwithſtanding the large ſums _ 
expended in new clothing Al the poor 
who came out of the "x" into the 
new work-houſe, with a n r of other 
extra uren and the inſtitution 
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